
The Jean Monnet Chair “EU Institutions, Rights and Judicial Integration”
was awarded to Associate Professor Alexandros Tsadiras and the
Open University of Cyprus after a rigorous peer review of a proposal to
the European Commission. Dr Tsadiras will hold the Chair at the Open
University of Cyprus until 2025.
Jean Monnet Chairs are three-year teaching and research posts with a
specialisation in European Union studies for university professors.
Following a global, very competitive selection process, the European
Commission awards the Chair to qualified professors who focus their
teaching and research on topics relevant to European integration. 
The Jean Monnet Chair “EU institutions, Rights and Judicial integration”
that will be hosted at the Open University of Cyprus has the following
objectives: a) generate and enhance knowledge and insights that can
support EU policy-making and strengthen the role of the EU in a
globalised world, b) foster dialogue between the academic world and
society, including local and state level policy-makers, civil servants, civil
society actors, and c) spread knowledge about EU subjects to wider
society.
The Chair aspires to: introduce new courses on European Union Law
and enhance the profile of the existing syllabus; conduct high level
research on crucial issues of European Integration; organize
international events with the aim of facilitating the flow of knowledge
and engage different stakeholders in policy dialogue; implement a
fervent dissemination strategy in order to spread the European ideal
and the core values of the European identity.
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As the second public University, established in 2002, the Open University Cyprus (OUC) aims to
fill an important gap in the Cypriot higher education system, offering accredited distance learning
degrees at all levels (undergraduate, master and doctoral). Building on its origins as the country’s
only University dedicated to distance education, OUC is growing quickly in academic stature and
overall reputation. Today’s challenging realities have widened OUC’s horizons, helping to bring
Cyprus near towards its strategic goal: to be established as a regional educational and research
center and hub for international scholars and students alike in the Eastern Mediterranean basin.
In OUC, constraints such as time, local limitations, age, occupational status, or family responsibilities, are
lessen and cease to function as inhibitory towards the creation of an appropriate learning environment. All
the study programmes offered by the Open University of Cyprus are based on modern educational systems,
new technological advancements, and refined ground for the interested participants, at all levels
(undergraduate, postgraduate, and training in the context of lifelong learning). OUC is equivalent to any other
recognized university in the world, regardless of its educational methodology (conventional or distance
learning).
The Open University of Cyprus is dually oriented toward both the domestic and international educational
communities and their activities and goals. The academic programmes offered by OUC are international, well
planned and career-oriented to correspond to the country's needs and meet the demands of its students by
upgrading knowledge and expertise, according to their aspirations and ambitions. OUC is proud to be a
University that is entirely synchronized with the European Credit Transfer System ECTS, and that enhances
the mobility of its students and the inter-relationship with other conventional universities.
Furthermore, along with its educational role, the OUC also focuses on the development of research and the
enhancement of research programs; through its publications on innovative results which have an impact on
relevant scientific areas. Since its establishment, OUC has emphasized the vital importance of research for
promoting the University in the international scientific community, while also actively pursuing interaction
with scientific organizations and professional associations.
Finally, through its social activities and commitment to connect with society, OUC envisions its role as an
inspiring educational institution. An innovative, open university that offers a stimulating environment for
students, staff and alumni noted for promoting culture and collaboration with its neighboring countries - and
beyond.

https://www.ouc.ac.cy

open university of cyprus



the chairholder

The holder of the Jean Monnet Chair, Dr Alexandros
Tsadiras, is Associate Professor of European Union
Administrative Law and Deputy Dean of the Faculty of
Economics and Management at the Open University of
Cyprus. He holds a doctorate in Administrative Law of
the European Union from the University of Oxford, a
Masters Degree in European Union Law from the
University of Edinburgh and a law degree from the
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He is a member of
international scientific associations, such as the
Research Network on EU Administrative Law, the
European Law Institute, the International Ombudsman
Institute and the European Criminal Law Academic
Network. His research interests include the concept of
good administration, the European Ombudsman,
extrajudicial protection at Union level and the
improvement of European Union administrative
services.



D i r e c t i v e  ( E U )  2 0 2 2 / 2 0 4 1  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  1 9  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2  o n  a d e q u a t e
m i n i m u m  w a g e s  i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n

T h i s  D i r e c t i v e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  a d e q u a c y  o f  s t a t u t o r y  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  a c h i e v i n g
d e c e n t  l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n ,  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  o n  w a g e - s e t t i n g ,  a n d  f o r  e n h a n c i n g
a c c e s s  o f  w o r k e r s  t o  r i g h t s  t o  m i n i m u m  w a g e  p r o t e c t i o n  w h e r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d / o r
c o l l e c t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s .

W i t h  a  v i e w  t o  i m p r o v i n g  l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  m i n i m u m
w a g e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  u p w a r d  s o c i a l  c o n v e r g e n c e  a n d  r e d u c e  w a g e  i n e q u a l i t y ,  t h i s
D i r e c t i v e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r :  ( a )  a d e q u a c y  o f  s t a t u t o r y  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  a c h i e v i n g
d e c e n t  l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ;  ( b )  p r o m o t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  o n  w a g e - s e t t i n g ;  ( c )  e n h a n c i n g
e f f e c t i v e  a c c e s s  o f  w o r k e r s  t o  r i g h t s  t o  m i n i m u m  w a g e  p r o t e c t i o n  w h e r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d / o r
c o l l e c t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s .
T h i s  D i r e c t i v e  a p p l i e s  t o  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  U n i o n  w h o  h a v e  a n  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t  o r  e m p l o y m e n t
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  l a w ,  c o l l e c t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  o r  p r a c t i c e  i n  f o r c e  i n  e a c h  M e m b e r  S t a t e ,  w i t h
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  c a s e - l a w  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f  J u s t i c e .

D i r e c t i v e  ( E U )  2 0 2 2 / 2 3 8 1  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  2 3  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2  o n
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  g e n d e r  b a l a n c e  a m o n g  d i r e c t o r s  o f  l i s t e d  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  m e a s u r e s  ( T e x t  w i t h  E E A

r e l e v a n c e )

T h i s  D i r e c t i v e  a i m s  t o  a c h i e v e  a  m o r e  b a l a n c e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  a m o n g  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f
l i s t e d  c o m p a n i e s  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  a i m  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  g e n d e r  b a l a n c e ,  w h i l e
a l l o w i n g  l i s t e d  c o m p a n i e s  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  t o  m a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  T h i s
D i r e c t i v e  a p p l i e s  t o  l i s t e d  c o m p a n i e s .  T h i s  D i r e c t i v e  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  m i c r o ,  s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m - s i z e d
e n t e r p r i s e s  ( S M E s ) .  T h e  D i r e c t i v e  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a m o n g  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  e q u a l i t y  o f  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
b e t w e e n  w o m e n  a n d  m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  m a r k e t ,  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t
a n d  c a r e e r  p r o g r e s s i o n .

R e g u l a t i o n  ( E U )  N o  6 0 9 / 2 0 1 3  o n  f o o d  i n t e n d e d  f o r  i n f a n t s  a n d  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  f o o d  f o r  s p e c i a l  m e d i c a l
p u r p o s e s ,  a n d  t o t a l  d i e t  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  w e i g h t  c o n t r o l

T h e  r e g u l a t i o n :  s e e k s  t o  e n s u r e  b e t t e r  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o f :
f o o d s  f o r  i n f a n t s ,  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s p e c i a l  m e d i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  t o t a l  d i e t  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  w e i g h t  c o n t r o l ,
s e e k s  t o  p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  l e g a l  c e r t a i n t y  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  a n d  f o r  n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s
a p p l y i n g  t h e  r u l e s ,  r e p l a c e s  a  p l e t h o r a  o f  r u l e s  t h a t  h a d  b u i l t  u p  o v e r  3  d e c a d e s  a n d  b e c o m e  b o t h  c o m p l e x
a n d  f r a g m e n t e d .  T h e  R e g u l a t i o n  s t r e n g t h e n s  r u l e s  o n  f o o d s  f o r  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o u p s  t h a t  n e e d
p a r t i c u l a r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  i n f a n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  u p  t o  3  y e a r s  o l d ,  o v e r w e i g h t  o r  o b e s e  p e o p l e  a n d  p e o p l e
w i t h  s p e c i f i c  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  ( e . g .  p e o p l e  w i t h  m e t a b o l i s m  d i s o r d e r s ) .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n ’ s  a n n e x  c o n t a i n s
a  s i n g l e  l i s t  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  m i n e r a l s  a n d  v i t a m i n s )  t h a t  c a n  b e  a d d e d  t o  t h e s e  f o o d s ,  r e p l a c i n g
t h e  3  l i s t s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  a l s o  v e s t s  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n
w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a d o p t i n g ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  d e l e g a t e d  a c t s ,  s p e c i f i c  c o m p o s i t i o n a l  a n d  l a b e l l i n g  r u l e s
f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  f o o d s :  i n f a n t  a n d  f o l l o w - o n  f o r m u l a e ;  p r o c e s s e d  c e r e a l - b a s e d  f o o d s  a n d
o t h e r  b a b y  f o o d s ;  f o o d s  f o r  s p e c i a l  m e d i c a l  p u r p o s e s ;  a n d  t o t a l  d i e t  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  w e i g h t  c o n t r o l .

R e g u l a t i o n  ( E U )  2 0 1 8 / 1 7 2 4  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s i n g l e  d i g i t a l  g a t e w a y  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o
p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  t o  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  s e r v i c e s

T h e  s i n g l e  d i g i t a l  g a t e w a y  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  o n l i n e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  k e y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s
a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  m a y  w i s h  t o  c o n t a c t  i f  t h e y
e n c o u n t e r  p r o b l e m s  w h e n  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  m a r k e t  r i g h t s  w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  o r  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  a
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  ( E U )  M e m b e r  S t a t e .  T h e  s i n g l e  d i g i t a l  g a t e w a y  w i l l  g u i d e  p e o p l e  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  t o
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  n a t i o n a l  a n d  E U  r u l e s ,  r i g h t s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  t h e  w e b s i t e s  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  c a r r y
o u t  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s  o n l i n e .  U s e r s  l o o k i n g  f o r  h e l p  w i l l  b e  g u i d e d  t o w a r d s  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g
s e r v i c e s .

S o u r c e :  h t t p s : / / e u r - l e x . e u r o p a . e u / b r o w s e / s u m m a r i e s . h t m l  



J u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  i n  C a s e  C - 4 6 0 / 2 0  |  G o o g l e

R i g h t  t o  e r a s u r e  ( ‘ r i g h t  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n ’ ) :  t h e  o p e r a t o r  o f  a  s e a r c h  e n g i n e  m u s t  d e r e f e r e n c e
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e d  c o n t e n t  w h e r e  t h e  p e r s o n  r e q u e s t i n g  d e r e f e r e n c i n g  p r o v e s  t h a t
s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  m a n i f e s t l y  i n a c c u r a t e .  S u c h  p r o o f  n e e d  n o t  h o w e v e r  r e s u l t  f r o m  a  j u d i c i a l
d e c i s i o n  m a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  w e b s i t e .
T h e  r i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  i s  n o t  a n  a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  b u t  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o
i t s  f u n c t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  b e  b a l a n c e d  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t s ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e
p r i n c i p l e  o f  p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  d a t a  p r o t e c t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n  e x p r e s s l y  p r o v i d e s
t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e r a s u r e  i s  e x c l u d e d  w h e r e  p r o c e s s i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  r i g h t ,  i n
p a r t i c u l a r ,  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  d a t a  s u b j e c t ’ s  r i g h t s  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f
p e r s o n a l  d a t a  o v e r r i d e ,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t  o f  i n t e r n e t  u s e r s  w h o  m a y  b e
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a c c e s s i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n .  T h a t  b a l a n c e  m a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e p e n d  o n  t h e
r e l e v a n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  e a c h  c a s e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  i t s
s e n s i t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  d a t a  s u b j e c t ’ s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a n d  o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  h a v i n g  t h a t
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n  i n t e r e s t  w h i c h  m a y  v a r y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r o l e  p l a y e d  b y  t h a t  p e r s o n  i n
p u b l i c  l i f e .
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  w h e r e ,  a t
t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  a  p a r t  –  w h i c h  i s  n o t  o f  m i n o r  i m p o r t a n c e  –  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e d
c o n t e n t  p r o v e s  t o  b e  i n a c c u r a t e .

J u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  i n  C a s e  C - 4 3 5 / 2 2  P P U  |  G e n e r a l s t a a t s a n w a l t s c h a f t  M ü n c h e n  ( E x t r a d i t i o n  a n d
n e  b i s  i n  i d e m )

T h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  a  M e m b e r  S t a t e  a r e  n o t  t o  e x t r a d i t e  a  t h i r d - c o u n t r y  n a t i o n a l  t o  a n o t h e r  t h i r d
c o u n t r y  w h e r e  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  b y  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  i n  a n o t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e  f o r  t h e
s a m e  a c t s  a s  t h o s e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  e x t r a d i t i o n  r e q u e s t  a n d  h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s e n t e n c e
i m p o s e d  i n  t h a t  S t a t e .  T h i s  s o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  f r o m  E U  l a w ,  c a n n o t  b e  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  b y
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  b i l a t e r a l  e x t r a d i t i o n  t r e a t y  c o n c l u d e d  b y  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  M e m b e r  S t a t e  l i m i t s  t h e  s c o p e
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n e  b i s  i n  i d e m  t o  j u d g m e n t s  h a n d e d  d o w n  i n  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  S t a t e .
T h e  C o u r t  r e p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n e  b i s  i n  i d e m ,  a s  e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e
S c h e n g e n  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  t h e  C h a r t e r ,  p r e c l u d e s  t h e  e x t r a d i t i o n ,  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  a  M e m b e r
S t a t e ,  o f  a  t h i r d - c o u n t r y  n a t i o n a l  t o  a n o t h e r  t h i r d  c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  b y
f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  i n  a n o t h e r  M e m b e r  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  s a m e  a c t s  a s  t h o s e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  e x t r a d i t i o n
r e q u e s t  a n d  h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i m p o s e d  i n  t h a t  S t a t e .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e x t r a d i t i o n
r e q u e s t  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  b i l a t e r a l  e x t r a d i t i o n  t r e a t y  l i m i t i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n e  b i s  i n  i d e m  t o
j u d g m e n t s  h a n d e d  d o w n  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  M e m b e r  S t a t e  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t h a t  r e s u l t .
T h e  C o u r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n e  b i s  i n  i d e m  l a i d  d o w n  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e
S c h e n g e n  A g r e e m e n t  a p p l i e s ,  i n  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a r e a ,  a l s o  t o  t h i r d - c o u n t r y  n a t i o n a l s ,  a n d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e i r  s t a y  w a s  l a w f u l .  A n y  o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  c a l l  i n t o  q u e s t i o n ,  i n  r e l a t i o n s
b e t w e e n  t h e  M e m b e r  S t a t e s ,  t h e  v e r y  b a s i s  o f  t h e  a r e a  o f  f r e e d o m ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  a s  a n  a r e a
w i t h o u t  i n t e r n a l  b o r d e r s  a n d  w o u l d  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m u t u a l  t r u s t  a n d  m u t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f
j u d i c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  i n  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s  o n  w h i c h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  n e  b i s  i n  i d e m  e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h a t
c o n v e n t i o n  i s  b a s e d .  

J u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  i n  C a s e  C - 6 9 / 2 1  |  S t a a t s s e c r e t a r i s  v a n  J u s t i t i e  e n  V e i l i g h e i d  ( R e m o v a l  –
M e d i c i n a l  c a n n a b i s )

A  t h i r d  c o u n t r y  n a t i o n a l  w h o  i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  m a y  n o t  b e  r e m o v e d  i f ,  i n  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  r i s k s  b e i n g  e x p o s e d
t o  a  r e a l  r i s k  o f  a  r a p i d ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p a i n  l i n k e d  t o  t h a t  i l l n e s s .

J u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  i n  C a s e  C - 2 3 7 / 2 1  |  G e n e r a l s t a a t s a n w a l t s c h a f t  M ü n c h e n  ( R e q u e s t  f o r
e x t r a d i t i o n  t o  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a )

E x t r a d i t i o n  o f  a  U n i o n  c i t i z e n  t o  a  t h i r d  S t a t e  i n  o r d e r  f o r  h i m  t o  s e r v e  a  s e n t e n c e  i n  t h a t  S t a t e  m a y
b e  j u s t i f i e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  r i s k  o f  i m p u n i t y .

S o u r c e :  h t t p s : / / c u r i a . e u r o p a . e u / j c m s / j c m s / J o 2 _ 7 0 5 2 / e n / ? a n n e e = 2 0 2 2   



E u r o  a n d  S c h e n g e n :  C r o a t i a  j o i n s  t h e  E u r o  a n d  S c h e n g e n  a r e a s  

O n  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3  C r o a t i a  w i l l  a d o p t  t h e  e u r o  a s  i t s  c u r r e n c y  a n d  w i l l  f u l l y  j o i n  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a r e a .  T h i s  m a r k s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C r o a t i a ,  o f  t h e  e u r o  a n d  S c h e n g e n  a r e a s  a n d  o f  t h e  E U  a s  a  w h o l e .  I t  f o l l o w s  a  p e r i o d  o f  i n t e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d
s u b s t a n t i a l  e f f o r t s  b y  C r o a t i a  t o  m e e t  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d  C r o a t i a  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  e u r o  a n d  S c h e n g e n  a r e a s .  W i t h  C r o a t i a ,  2 0  E U  M e m b e r  S t a t e s
a n d  3 4 7  m i l l i o n  E U  c i t i z e n s  w i l l  s h a r e  t h e  E U ' s  c o m m o n  c u r r e n c y .  A s  f o r  S c h e n g e n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  e i g h t h  e n l a r g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  a f t e r  1 1
y e a r s .
T h e  e u r o  w i l l  d e l i v e r  p r a c t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  t o  C r o a t i a n  c i t i z e n s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s .  I t  w i l l  m a k e  t r a v e l l i n g  a n d  l i v i n g  a b r o a d  e a s i e r ,  b o o s t  t h e
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  o f  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t r a d e .  E u r o  n o t e s  a n d  c o i n s  w i l l  a l s o  b e c o m e  a  t a n g i b l e  s y m b o l  f o r  a l l
C r o a t i a n s  o f  t h e  f r e e d o m ,  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  t h e  E U  m a k e s  p o s s i b l e .  P u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  e u r o  i n  t h e  e u r o  a r e a  r e m a i n s
v e r y  s t r o n g ,  w i t h  b r o a d  m a j o r i t i e s  o f  E U  c i t i z e n s  b e l i e v i n g  t h e  e u r o  i s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  E U  a s  a  w h o l e  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  c o u n t r y .
T h e  S c h e n g e n  a r e a  a l l o w s  4 2 0  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  t o  t r a v e l  f r e e l y  b e t w e e n  m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  b o r d e r  c o n t r o l s .  I t
a l l o w s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  c o m m o n ,  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  e x t e r n a l  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  U n i o n  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i s s u e
c o m m o n  S c h e n g e n  v i s a s .  A b o v e  n u m b e r s ,  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  3 5  y e a r s  n o w  S c h e n g e n  h a s  b e e n  a n  a r e a  o f  v a l u e s ,  f r e e d o m ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d
j u s t i c e .  E s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e o p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a r e a  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  t o  s t a b i l i t y ,  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d
r e c o v e r y .  
I n t r o d u c i n g  e u r o  c a s h
F r o m  S u n d a y ,  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  e u r o  w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  r e p l a c e  t h e  k u n a  a s  t h e  c u r r e n c y  o f  C r o a t i a .  I n  l i n e  w i t h  a  c o n s i s t e n t  r e c o r d  o f
e x c h a n g e - r a t e  s t a b i l i t y ,  t h e  k u n a  w i l l  b e  e x c h a n g e d  a t  a  c o n v e r s i o n  r a t e  o f  1  e u r o  f o r  7 . 5 3 4 5 0  C r o a t i a n  k u n a .  T h e  t w o  c u r r e n c i e s  w i l l  b e
u s e d  a l o n g s i d e  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w o  w e e k s .  W h e n  r e c e i v i n g  a  p a y m e n t  i n  k u n a ,  t h e  c h a n g e  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  e u r o .  T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w
f o r  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  k u n a  f r o m  c i r c u l a t i o n .
 T h e  d u a l  d i s p l a y  o f  p r i c e s  i n  k u n a  a n d  e u r o  b e c a m e  c o m p u l s o r y  o n  5  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2  a n d  w i l l  a p p l y  u n t i l  3 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .  I n  o r d e r  t o
p r o t e c t  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  u n j u s t i f i e d  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r  p e r i o d ,  a  B u s i n e s s  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s
h a s  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  e n s u r e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  p r i c e s  f o r  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  b y  h e l p i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  c o r r e c t l y  r e c a l c u l a t e  a n d  d i s p l a y
p r i c e s .  B u s i n e s s e s  w h o  s i g n  u p  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  c a n  d i s p l a y  i t s  l o g o  t o  r e a s s u r e  c u s t o m e r s ,  a n d  w i l l  l o s e  t h i s  r i g h t  i f  f o u n d  t o  b e  i n
b r e a c h  o f  t h e  C o d e .  T h e  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  i s  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  I n s p e c t o r a t e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  a l s o  m o n i t o r  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  f r e q u e n t l y -
p u r c h a s e d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r .
C o m m e r c i a l  b a n k s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  e u r o  b a n k n o t e s  a n d  c o i n s  i n  a d v a n c e  f r o m  t h e  C r o a t i a n  N a t i o n a l  B a n k  a n d  h a v e  i n  t u r n  s u p p l i e d  e u r o
c a s h  t o  s h o p s  a n d  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s .  K u n a  b a n k n o t e s  a n d  c o i n s  c a n  b e  e x c h a n g e d  f o r  e u r o  b a n k n o t e s  a n d  c o i n s  a t  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  A g e n c y
a n d  p o s t  o f f i c e s  u n t i l  3 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .  T h e  e x c h a n g e  i s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .  T h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  k u n a  b a n k n o t e s  a n d  c o i n s  a t  c o m m e r c i a l
b a n k s  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  u n t i l  3 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .  I t  i s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  f o r  a l l  e x c h a n g e s  d o n e  b e f o r e  1  J u l y  2 0 2 3  u p  t o  a  l i m i t  o f  1 0 0  k u n a
b a n k n o t e s  a n d  1 0 0  k u n a  c o i n s .  F o r  c h a n g e s  a s  o f  1  J u l y  2 0 2 3 ,  c o m m e r c i a l  b a n k s  c a n  c h a r g e  a  f e e .  C r o a t i a ' s  n a t i o n a l  c e n t r a l  b a n k  w i l l
e x c h a n g e  k u n a  b a n k n o t e s  w i t h o u t  a  t i m e  l i m i t ,  a n d  k u n a  c o i n s  u n t i l  3 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 5 .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .
7 0 %  o f  a u t o m a t i c  t e l l e r  m a c h i n e s  ( A T M s )  i n  C r o a t i a  w i l l  d i s t r i b u t e  e u r o  b a n k n o t e s  a l r e a d y  o n  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3 ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  w i l l  f o l l o w  a s
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e r e a f t e r  ( w i t h i n  t w o  w e e k s ) .  T o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  b a n k s  w i l l  p u b l i s h  o n l i n e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  w h i c h
A T M s  d i s t r i b u t e  e u r o .
S c h e n g e n  a r e a
T h e  S c h e n g e n  a r e a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p r o j e c t .  I t  s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 8 5  a s  a n  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  p r o j e c t  b e t w e e n
f i v e  E U  c o u n t r i e s  –  F r a n c e ,  G e r m a n y ,  B e l g i u m ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  L u x e m b o u r g  –  a n d  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  e x p a n d e d  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  l a r g e s t
f r e e  t r a v e l  a r e a  i n  t h e  w o r l d .
A n  e n l a r g e d  S c h e n g e n  a r e a  w i t h o u t  i n t e r n a l  b o r d e r  c o n t r o l s  w i l l  m a k e  E u r o p e  s a f e r ,  t h r o u g h  r e i n f o r c e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o u r  c o m m o n
e x t e r n a l  b o r d e r s  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i c e  c o o p e r a t i o n ;  m o r e  p r o s p e r o u s ,  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t i m e  l o s t  a t  b o r d e r s  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g  p e o p l e  a n d
b u s i n e s s  c o n t a c t s ;  a n d  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e ,  b y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  c o m m o n  a r e a  w i t h o u t  i n t e r n a l  b o r d e r  c o n t r o l s .
S i n c e  i t s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  E U  i n  2 0 1 3 ,  C r o a t i a  h a s  a p p l i e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a c q u i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  b o r d e r
c o n t r o l s ,  p o l i c e  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  S c h e n g e n  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m .
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a c q u i s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  t h e  l i f t i n g  o f  c o n t r o l s  a t  i n t e r n a l  b o r d e r s  a n d  r e l a t e d  m e a s u r e s ,  w i l l  b e c o m e
a p p l i c a b l e  a s  o f  1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3 :  c h e c k s  a t  i n t e r n a l  l a n d  a n d  s e a  b o r d e r s  b e t w e e n  C r o a t i a  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a r e a
w i l l  b e  l i f t e d .  C h e c k s  a t  i n t e r n a l  a i r  b o r d e r s  w i l l  b e  l i f t e d  f r o m  2 6  M a r c h  2 0 2 3 ,  g i v e n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r  T r a n s p o r t  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( I A T A )  s u m m e r / w i n t e r  t i m e  s c h e d u l e .
I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  S c h e n g e n  E v a l u a t i o n  a n d  M o n i t o r i n g  R e g u l a t i o n ,  C r o a t i a  w i l l  b e  e v a l u a t e d  w i t h i n  o n e  y e a r  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  f u l l
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a c q u i s .  T h i s  R e g u l a t i o n  w a s  r e c e n t l y  r e f o r m e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t  f o r  f u n d a m e n t a l
r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a c q u i s .
B a c k g r o u n d
I n  i t s  2 0 2 2  C o n v e r g e n c e  R e p o r t ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  C r o a t i a  m e t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a d o p t i n g  t h e  e u r o .  T h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s
s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C e n t r a l  B a n k ' s  o w n  C o n v e r g e n c e  R e p o r t .  I n  J u l y  2 0 2 2 ,  E U  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r s  t o o k  t h e  f o r m a l  d e c i s i o n  t h a t
o p e n e d  t h e  w a y  f o r  C r o a t i a ' s  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  e u r o .
T h e  C r o a t i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  e x t e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  e u r o  a r e a  b y  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e i r
n a t i o n a l  c h a n g e o v e r  p l a n ,  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e u r o  a n d  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  k u n a .
T h e  c o r e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  C r o a t i a ' s  n a t i o n a l  c h a n g e o v e r  p l a n  i s  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  M e c h a n i s m s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r
c o n s u m e r s  h a v e  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  p l a n n e d  u n d e r  f o u r  p i l l a r s :  t h e  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s ,  t h e  p r i c e  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t r a d e r s  a n d  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s ,  a n d  t h e  d u a l  d i s p l a y  o f  p r i c e s .
M a n y  r e t a i l e r s ,  p u b l i c  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  h a v e  s i g n e d  u p  t o  t h e  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  l a u n c h e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t
t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  p r i c e s  t o  e u r o  i s  d o n e  f a i r l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  a b u s i v e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s .  T h e  d u a l  d i s p l a y  o f  p r i c e s  b e c a m e  c o m p u l s o r y  o n  5
S e p t e m b e r .  I t  w i l l  e n d  1 2  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e u r o  ( 3 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 ) .  T h e  p r i c e s  o f  1 0 3  p r e d e f i n e d
f r e q u e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  b e i n g  m o n i t o r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r .
T h e  “ E u r o  L a w ”  p r o v i d e s  t h e  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e g u l a t o r y  f r a m e w o r k .  I t  d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  S t a t e  I n s p e c t o r a t e  a s  t h e  m a i n
b o d y  f o r  p r i c e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  c o n t r o l  a n d  i n c l u d e s  p r o v i s i o n s  o n  t h e  c o r r e c t  d u a l  d i s p l a y  o f  p r i c e s ,  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  r o u n d i n g  r u l e s ,
a n d  t h e  c o r r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  r a t e .  I n  c a s e  o f  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  “ E u r o  L a w ” ,  t h e  S t a t e  I n s p e c t o r a t e
c a n  f i r s t  i s s u e  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  t r a d e r s  o r  e c o n o m i c  o p e r a t o r s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e ;  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  w i l l  b e  t o  i m p o s e  p e n a l t i e s .  I n
p a r a l l e l  a n d  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  c o n s u m e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i l l  p u b l i s h  " b l a c k l i s t s "  o f  b u s i n e s s  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  v i o l a t e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  C o d e  o f
E t h i c s .
T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c a m p a i g n  b y  t h e  C r o a t i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C e n t r a l  B a n k  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e s e  e f f o r t s .
R e g a r d i n g  t h e  S c h e n g e n  a c c e s s i o n ,  a l r e a d y  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  t h e  C o u n c i l  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  C r o a t i a  h a d  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  j o i n  t h e
S c h e n g e n  a r e a .  T h e  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t o o k  p l a c e  f r o m  2 0 1 6  t o  2 0 2 0 .  I t  i n c l u d e d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  t a r g e t e d  v e r i f i c a t i o n  v i s i t  i n  2 0 2 0  t o
v e r i f y  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a c t i o n s  i n  e x t e r n a l  b o r d e r  m a n a g e m e n t .  T h i s  c a m e  a f t e r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  C r o a t i a
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  S c h e n g e n  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  2 0 1 9 .  
S o u r c e :  h t t p s : / / h o m e - a f f a i r s . e c . e u r o p a . e u / p o l i c i e s / s c h e n g e n - b o r d e r s - a n d - v i s a / s c h e n g e n - a r e a _ e n  



F u n d e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n .  V i e w s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  a r e  h o w e v e r  t h o s e  o f  t h e
a u t h o r ( s )  o n l y  a n d  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  o r  t h e  E u r o p e a n
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  C u l t u r e  E x e c u t i v e  A g e n c y  ( E A C E A ) .  N e i t h e r  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  n o r  E A C E A
c a n  b e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e m .


